VINEYARD 29

Under the stewardship of Chuck and Anne McMinn since 2000,
Vineyard 29 has quickly taken its place as one of Napa Valley's
most elite Cabernet producers.

Teresa Norton and Tom Paine in 2000, the McMinns added

Acquiring Vineyard 29 from

the historic Aida vineyard to their property, to compliment and

expand their winery's portfolio.

In 1999, vintner Philippe Melka began making wines at Vineyard
29. His presence during the estate's change of hands aided
the couple's development of their new state-of-the art winery,
and in the vineyard selections. Trained in Bordeaux, Philippe
sits at the helm of Melka Wines, where as one of the most
important winemakers in Napa, he serves as a consultant to a

selection of the most highly regarded estate wineries.

Located just north of St. Helena, the vineyard "29 Estate"
contains 2.75 acres of Cabernet Sauvignon, 1.25 acres of
Cabernet Franc and just over half an acre of Sauvignon Blanc.
Two miles north of the "29 Estate" vineyard, sits Aida Estate, a
historic property that's produced wine since the 1920s. Totaling
almost 15 acres, this vineyards consists of 8.75 acres of
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Petit Verdot and Zinfandel.
Practicing gravity winemaking, Vineyard 29 strives to create a
minimal environmental impact. The facility generates its own
electricity using micro-turbines and consists of three tunnels, or

caves, that reach 125 feet back into the Mayacamas Mountains.
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AIDA ESTATE ZINFANDEL

Varietal/Blend: Zinfandel

Farming: sustainable, dry farming

Soil: varied

Ave Year Vines Planted: 1970

Harvest Technique: by hand Sept. 17, 2012
Yeast: native

Fermentation: cold (48°) barrel fermentation
Aging: 20 months in French oak / all new 500L puncheons
Alcohol: 15.2%

Fined: none

Filtered: light

Production #s: 378

“The nearly textbook conditions for 2012 presented very few challenges
starting this almost ideal growing season with a mild spring, healthy bud
break, steady flowering and even fruit set. Summer ushered in warm days
and cool, frequently foggy nights; fall had beautiful warm temperatures,
with very few heat spikes. The bountiful fruit enjoyed long, slow ripening
resulting in highly developed and expressive flavors. Light rainfall arrived
after we had harvested optimally ripe fruit. The 2012 vintage is marked by
wines of exceptional balance, captivating aromatics and are succulent on

the palate.” Winemaker’s Notes

Country: United States
Region: California
Sub Region: Napa
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